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SUBJECT: COSTA RICAN REACTION TO CHANGES AT THE TOP IN U.S. 

1. PRPSS REACTION HERE TO PRES. FORD'S ASSUMPTION OF THE 
PRESIDENCY WAS CHARACTERIZED BY LEADING DAILY 

"LA NACION'S" TITLE OF ITS AUGUST 10 EDITORIAL, 

"THE DEFEAT OF A POLITICIAN, THE TRIUMPH OF A NATION." 

THE EDITORIAL, ONE OF THE LONGEST "LA NACION" HAS EVER 
RUN, STRESSES THE EFFECTIVE FUNCTIONING OF THE INSTITUTIONS, 
ESPECIALLY THE SUPREME COURT, THAT ULTIMATELY DECIDED PRESIDENT 
NIXON'S FATE. 

2. HEAVY WIRE SERVICE COVERAGE OF THE CHANGE OF 
GOVERNMENT CONTINUES TO BE ON FRONT PAGES AND PRESIDENT 
FORD'S INTEREST IN LATIN AMERICAN AFFAIRS IS HIGHLIGHTED. 


3. THE COSTA RICAN MAN ON THE STREET IS STILL A BIT 
INCREDULOUS OVER THE FALL OF MR. NIXON BECAUSE OF SUCH AN 
EPISODE AS WATERGATE. A COMMON REMARK HEARD HERE IS THAT A 
LATIN LEADER WOULD NOT HAVE MET HIS DEMISE FOR SUCH A 
REASON. MANY COSTA RICANS EVEN FEEL A SLIGHT TOUCH 
OF EMBARRASSMENT OVER MR. NIXON'S RESIGNATION AND THE 
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AS PRESIDENT, PEPE FIGUERES IS CONSIDERED TO HAVE DONE MUCH 
WORSE AND FELT NO PRESSURE TO CUT SHORT HIS TERM IN OFFICE. 

4. IN SHORT, IN THE EYES OF COSTA RICANS, THE 
UNITED STATES HAS AGAIN REACHED THE KIND OF A 
PINNACLE THAT MOST COSTA RICANS RESERVE FOR IT. 

IT COULD ONLY HAPPEN IN THE UNITED STATES THEY SAY. 

LANE 
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